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All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included 
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NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
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International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.1 14, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.1 14, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 5-22-07 
has been entered. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 1-16, 19 and 22-25 are allowed. 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: applicant's 
arguments on p. 6-8 are deemed persuasive and furthermore, the prior art taken alone 
or in combination fails to anticipate or fairly suggest the limitations of the claims, in such 
a manner that a rejection under 35 USC 102 or 103 would be proper. The prior art fails 
to teach a combination of all the claimed features as presented in independent claims 1 , 
6, 12 and 19. 

Specifically regarding claim 1, Fukushima et al. (5130830) teaches the state of 
the art of a method of controlling the switching of an optically addressable spatial light 
modulator (OASLM). 

But, Fukushima et al. fails to explicitly teach a combination of all the claimed 
features including the photosensitive layer able to be driven in both a photosensitive 
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direction and a non-photosensitive direction, a write cycle such that a leading pulse of 
the waveform applies a voltage in a photosensitive direction and a trailing pulse applies 
a voltage which is not in the photosensitive direction, wherein the trailing pulse causes 
switching between stable states of the OASLM, as claimed. 

Specifically regarding claim 6, Fukushima et al. (5130830) teaches the state of 
the art of a method of controlling the switching of an optically addressable spatial light 
modulator (OASLM). 

But, Fukushima et al. fails to explicitly teach a combination of all the claimed 
features including the photosensitive layer able to be driven in both a photosensitive 
direction and a non-photosensitive direction, a write cycle such that a leading pulse of 
the switching waveform is applied in a photosensitive direction and a trailing pulse is 
applied in a non-photosensitive direction, wherein the trailing pulse causes switching 
from a first state to an opposite state, as claimed. 

Specifically regarding claim 12, Fukushima et al. (5130830) teaches the state of 
the art of a method of controlling the switching of an optically addressable spatial light 
modulator (OASLM). 

But, Fukushima et al. fails to explicitly teach a combination of all the claimed 
features including the photosensitive layer able to be driven in both a photosensitive 
direction and a non-photosensitive direction, wherein switching between stable states is 
performed by applying an asymmetric bipolar switching waveform, and wherein a 
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switching between stable states is caused by a trailing pulse of the bipolar switching 
waveform that includes a polarity in the non-photosensitive direction, as claimed. 

Specifically regarding claim 19, Fukushima et al. (5130830) teaches the state of 
the art of a method of controlling the switching of an optically addressable spatial light 
modulator (OASLM). 

But, Fukushima et al. fails to explicitly teach a combination of all the claimed 
features including the photosensitive layer able to be driven in both a photosensitive 
direction and a non-photosensitive direction, a write cycle such that a leading pulse of 
the waveform applies a voltage in a photosensitive direction and a trailing pulse of the 
waveform applies a voltage which is not in the photosensitive direction, wherein the 
trailing pulse causes the electrodes to switch between stable states, as claimed. 

As allowable subject matter has been indicated, applicant's reply must either 
comply with all formal requirements or specifically traverse each requirement not 
complied with. See 37 CFR 1 .1 1 1 (b) and MPEP § 707.07(a). 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 
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Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Joseph P. Martinez whose telephone number is 571- 
272-2335. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 7:00 AM to 3:30 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ricky Mack can be reached on 571-272-2333. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



/Joseph Martinez/ 
Patent Examiner, AU 2873 
5-28-07 



HUNG DANG 
PRIMARY PATENT EXAMINER 




